
OLB Novena – Homily 
And they shall all be taught by God.  

First Day: 22 April 2021 

 

It is written in the prophets, ` And they shall all be taught by God.’ 
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me.. 

This is the bread which comes down from heaven, 
that a man may eat of it and not die. John 6, 45.50 

Jesus tells us that a day will come when we shall all be taught by God.  
A time will come when the God who taught Mother Mary and the prophets through visions, 
the God who taught St Joseph and Don Bosco through Dreams, will teach everyone.  

“And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;  
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  

Your old men shall dream dreams,  
Your young men shall see visions.” Joel 2, 28 

The Augustinians came to Hooghly in 1580.Their monastery dedicated to St Nicholas of 
Tolentino and the church dedicated to Our Lady of the Holy Rosary were built in 1599. By 
1622 Bandel had nearly 10,000 Catholics, thanks specially to the zeal and the sanctity of Fr 
John de Cruz and his two Jesuit helpers: Fr Benedict Rodrigues and Fr. Peter Gomes. 
These three priests are known as the ‘Saints of Hooghly’. 

Fr Benedict and Fr Peter were examples of those who were taught by God. These 
prophets had predicted the destruction of Hooghly if people persisted in their sin. “But the 
covetous and avaricious Portuguese pirates remained unmoved.” (#42) They kept on 
plundering and enslaving the poor. In 1625 an year before his death, while preaching to the 
confraternity of Our Lady, Fr Benedict predicted that “before the year ended 15 of them 
would leave the world, and he would be one among them”. In the same year, the whole town 
was ravaged by a plague which carried off many” (#45) including Fr Benedict. In 1632 during 
the siege of Hooghly, people remembered his prophecy: “when you see Bali abandoned and 
destroyed, it is time to vacate the fortifications at Hooghly” (#73 and 70) He was a true 
prophet ‘who was taught by God!’ 

When the Mughal army attacked Hooghly in 1632, Fr John de Cruz was mortally wounded 
on his back. The enemies left him for dead and went away. “A Bengali Christian who saw 
him wounded ran to help him and took him to a nearby village.. It is an historical record that 
the saintly Father John da Cruz was miraculously and instantaneously cured of the wound 
he had received on his back. A mysterious Lady suddenly made her appearance in the 
village, attended on Father John da Cruz, cured him and then simply vanished from sight 
never to be seen or heard of again.” (#74) Our Lady of Bandel brought him “the bread which 
comes down from heaven, that he may eat of it and not die.” John 6, 50 

Lord Jesus, you said that you will teach us even through visions and dreams. Help us to be 
taught by you and be fed of your body and blood that we may not die but have eternal life! 
Our Lady of Bandel, O Seat of Wisdom and Queen of the prophets, Pray for us! 

 

# References are page numbers from Fr S A Carvalha, Bandel Church and Hooghly, 2013 



FIRST DAY NOVENA PRAYERS (22 April) 

1. Introductory Greetings 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen  
Leader: The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God Our Father and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And with your spirit. 

2. First Day: Opening Prayer 

Let us Pray: O Immaculate Virgin Mother of God, You have deigned to set up your throne of 
Queen and Mother in this ancient church of Bandel to lavish on your devoted children the 
treasures of heavenly mercies. 

From that throne where you reign so mercifully, O Mother of God, cast your pitying eyes on 
me and have mercy on me, who am in such great need of your help. Show yourself to me, 
as you have shown yourself to so many, a true Mother of Mercy. From the depths of my 
heart I greet and invoke you as my Mother, and place at your feet my request. (here make 
your request). Intercede and obtain from your Divine Son what I ask, if it be for the good of 

my soul. Amen.  

3. Short Exhortation (please turn over) 

4. Concluding Prayers 

Our Father..  
Hail Mary.. (x 3) 
Glory be to the Father..  

Hail Holy Queen.. 

V/. Pray for us. O Holy Mother of God.  
R/. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ 

Let us Pray: O Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Help of Christians,  
you have deigned to set up your throne as Queen and Mother  
in this ancient shrine at Bandel  
to lavish on your beloved children  
the treasures of Divine Mercy. 

From your merciful throne, O Queen of the Holy Rosary  
and Lady of Happy Voyage, cast your compassionate eyes  
on us, your children. 

We entrust ourselves and all we have entirely to you! 
We accept you as our All. 
O Mother of Tender Mercy, cover us in your mantle 
protect us from all evil and lead us to Jesus, your loving Son! 

Obtain for us, O Lady of Bandel, the special gift of Wisdom from above, that we may know 
God’s Will, and always do whatever Jesus tells us, for the Glory of God, and the salvation of 
souls. Amen. 

5. Final Hymn 

Be with us Lady of Bandel, Guide every step we take, 
Lead us to Jesus, your loving Son, Wisdom from Heav’n above! 


