SEVENTH DAY NOVENA PRAYERS (28 April)
1. Introductory Greetings
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen
Leader: The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God Our
Father and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And with your spirit.

2. Seventh Day: Opening Prayer
Let us Pray: O Blessed Virgin Mary, Health of the Sick and Comforter of the Affllicted, down
the centuries you have saved humanity from plague, pestilence and many natural calamities.
Be a mother to us during these distressing times. Deliver us from the scourge of sin, impiety,
irreligion and all the evil seeking the ruin of our soul and our homes. Watch over the Good;
Strengthen the Weak and lead sinners to repentance. May the Kingdom of Jesus, the
Kingdom of Love and Truth may triumph on earth. O sweet Mother of Bandel I also beseech
you to grant me the special grace I ask of you, should this be the will of God (here make
your request). Amen

3. Short Exhortation (please turn over)
4. Concluding Prayers
Our Father..
Hail Mary.. (x 3)
Glory be to the Father..
Hail Holy Queen..
V/. Pray for us. O Holy Mother of God.
R/. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ
Let us Pray: O Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Help of Christians,
you have deigned to set up your throne as Queen and Mother
in this ancient shrine at Bandel
to lavish on your beloved children
the treasures of Divine Mercy.
From your merciful throne, O Queen of the Holy Rosary
and Lady of Happy Voyage, cast your compassionate eyes
on us, your children.
We entrust ourselves and all we have entirely to you!
We accept you as our All.
O Mother of Tender Mercy, cover us in your mantle
protect us from all evil and lead us to Jesus, your loving Son!
Obtain for us, O Lady of Bandel, the special gift of Wisdom from above, that we may know
God’s Will, and always do whatever Jesus tells us, for the Glory of God, and the salvation of
souls. Amen.

5. Final Hymn
Be with us Lady of Bandel, Guide every step we take,
Lead us to Jesus, your loving Son, Wisdom from Heav’n above!

OLB Novena – Homily
Let the peoples praise You, O God!
Seventh Day: 28 April 2021
Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You! Ps 67, 5
Today we celebrate the feast of the great Marian Saint Louis de Montfort.
With him let us magnify God for the great things he has done in the Blessed Virgin Mary!
Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You.
St Louis speaks of Mary as “God's garden of Paradise”! He says: “God created a world for
the wayfarer, that is, the one we are living in. He created a second world - Paradise - for the
Blessed. He created a third for himself, which he named Mary, God's garden of Paradise!
(Secret of Mary #19) Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You.
Speaking of St Louis de Montfort, the author of True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin, The
Secret of Mary, etc. St Pope John Paul II says: "As is well known, in my episcopal coat of
arms, the motto Totus tuus is inspired by the teaching of St. Louis Marie Grignion de
Montfort. These two words express total belonging to Jesus through Mary: "Totus tuus ego
sum, et omnia mea tua sunt. Accipio te in mea omnia. Praebe mihi cor tuum, Maria." ("I
belong entirely to you, and all that I have is yours. I take you for my all. O Mary, please give
me your heart" ~ taken from the Treatise on True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin, #266.)
On the Theology of Consecration to Mary, St Louis says: “Our entire perfection consists in
being conformed, united and consecrated to Jesus Christ. Hence the most perfect of all
devotions is undoubtedly that which conforms, unites and consecrates us most perfectly to
Jesus Christ. Now, since Mary is of all creatures the one most conformed to Jesus Christ, it
follows that.. the more a soul is consecrated to her, the more will it be consecrated to
Jesus Christ”! ~ St Louis de Montfort, Rosary of the Virgin Mary #15
It is this wisdom that led Mamma Margaret to tell Johnny Bosco on the occasion of his
vestition: “When you were born, I consecrated you to the Blessed Virgin; when you began
your studies, I advised you to have devotion to this good Mother. At this point I
recommend you to be totally hers. Love companions who are devoted to her,
and if you become a priest, always recommend and propagate devotion to
Mary.”
Johny Bosco was consecrated to Mary by Jesus himself in the dream at nine,
when Jesus said: "I will give you a Teacher under whose guidance (mantle) you
will learn everything and without whose help all knowledge becomes
foolishness." Don Bosco recalls: "At that moment I saw beside him a Lady of
majestic appearance, wearing a beautiful MANTLE glowing as if bedecked with
stars. She beckoned me to her. Taking my hand with great kindness she said: "LOOK!"
It might come as a surprise to many to know that Bandel Basilica
possesses a Relic of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Relic, a piece of the
mantle of the Blessed Virgin Mary, enclosed in a brass case of oval shape,
and encircled by rubies, was in the centre of an old silver cross of artistic
workmanship. While handling the old articles of Bandel Church, the original
document in Latin, dated the 2nd February 1791, and signed by the Apostolic
Nuncio at Lisbon, was found in good condition, authenticating the relic. His
Lordship the Bishop of Mylapore in 1919 examined the original document,
and authorized the exposition of the Relic for veneration.
Let us pray: Wrap me Loving Father in the mantle of Our Lady of Bandel and by the power
of the Holy Spirit, mould me into a saint after the heart of Jesus the Good Shepherd!

