FIFTH DAY NOVENA PRAYERS (26 April)
1. Introductory Greetings
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen
Leader: The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God Our
Father and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And with your spirit.

2. Fifth Day: Opening Prayer
Let us Pray: O Gracious Lady of Bandel, Daughter of the Heavenly Father, Mother of the
Divine Son and Spouse of the Holy Spirit; you who are the throne of the Trinity and have all
power with the Most Holy Trinity, please obtain for me this grace I seek, if it does not hinder
my eternal salvation (here make your request).
I pray for the triumph of your Immaculate Heart by merit of the sorrowful passion, death and
the glorious resurrection of your loving Son Jesus.
I ask this of you by merit of your Immaculate Conception and Divine Maternity. I ask this of
you by merit of your joys and sorrows and all the love with which you remain as Lady of
Bandel. O Mary, in you I trust and in you I hope. Please give me your heart. Amen.

3. Short Exhortation (please turn over)
4. Concluding Prayers
Our Father..
Hail Mary.. (x 3)
Glory be to the Father..
Hail Holy Queen..
V/. Pray for us. O Holy Mother of God.
R/. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ
Let us Pray: O Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Help of Christians,
you have deigned to set up your throne as Queen and Mother
in this ancient shrine at Bandel
to lavish on your beloved children
the treasures of Divine Mercy.
From your merciful throne, O Queen of the Holy Rosary
and Lady of Happy Voyage, cast your compassionate eyes
on us, your children.
We entrust ourselves and all we have entirely to you!
We accept you as our All.
O Mother of Tender Mercy, cover us in your mantle
protect us from all evil and lead us to Jesus, your loving Son!
Obtain for us, O Lady of Bandel, the special gift of Wisdom from above, that we may know
God’s Will, and always do whatever Jesus tells us, for the Glory of God, and the salvation of
souls. Amen.

5. Final Hymn
Be with us Lady of Bandel, Guide every step we take,
Lead us to Jesus, your loving Son, Wisdom from Heav’n above!

OLB Novena – Homily
that you may have life in abundance!
Fifth Day: 26 April 2021
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. John 10, 10
“Just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, how much more did
God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to
the many! Just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to
bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom 8, 12. 15. 21
On 30th May 1862, Don Bosco narrated the dream of “the Two Columns in the Sea”
concerning the big battle, involving the Church and her many adversaries,
the sufferings of the Pope and the final triumph through devotion to the
Most Holy Eucharist and to Our Blessed Mother.
The Church has always believed that just as death came into the world
through the sin of Adam and Eve, life came into the world through the
righteousness of Jesus through Mary. “Death through Adam and Eve, life
through Jesus and Mary.”
While stories of new life and healing flow out of Bandel as from every
Marian shrine around the world, the mast or the flag staff in Bandel is a
very unique.
THE MAST. A Captain's Votive Offering: While the celebrations for the blessing of the
rebuilt Church were in progress after the return from the Agra in 1632 a large Portuguese
ship appeared on the river bank. The ship had encountered a terrific storm in the Bay of
Bengal. The Captain, a deeply religious man, made a vow to the Blessed Virgin. In
thanksgiving for being saved from shipwreck, he presented one mast of his vessel to the
church. He had it fixed in the ground in front of the church, which is housed today in a
special room in front of the Monastery.
The upper half of the mast used to be raised on solemn feast days: a work that is not at all
easy. Some of the men of the Howrah docks are called over for the purpose. On feast days it
flies the flag of Our Lady of Happy Voyage. (#110-111)
The mast, that now looks like the two columns of Don Bosco’s dream placed together,
is a powerful symbol proclaiming the mystery: “Death through Adam and
Eve, life through Jesus and Mary.” As St. Bernard of Clairvaux says:
“Another woman is now given you in place of the first;
a prudent and humble Eve, instead of the proud and foolish one;
an Eve who shall offer you, not the tree of death but the Bread of Life,
and who shall yield you, not the poisoned fruit of bitterness
but the delicious fruit of immortality.”
O Lady of Happy Voyage, our beloved Mother of Peace
look kindly upon us as we humbly ask your guidance and protection for the
journey towards life abundant. Pray for us that we may have a safe and
pleasant voyage through this life. With your Son, preserve us from harm
and defend us against all who bear us ill-will. Refresh us when we are
weary. Enlighten us when we are confused. Desert us when we are lost.
Keep us safe until we reach our harbour in heaven. Amen
# References are page numbers from Fr S A Carvalha, Bandel Church and Hooghly, 2013

